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Receiving the Word
James 1:19-20

Introduction:

· There is lack of knowledge of the Word in America.
· There is lack of knowledge of the Word in the church – ramped Biblical illiteracy.
James talks about the Word:

1:18 - Word of Truth
1:21 - The Implanted Word

1:22 - The Word
1:25 - The Perfect Law of Liberty
· We are born by the Word, “of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth”.
· We must continue to hear the Word - Listen – Jesus said, “…take heed how you hear [My Word] (Luke 8:18).
· We must know the Word - Knowing doesn’t guarantee growing, BUT, we must know to grow. - “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
· We must grow by the Word - Since we are born by the Word, we must continue to receive the Word in order to grow. 

· We gather to worship, fellowship, and learn the Word.]
James says, “be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to wrath”. He is not speaking here about social graces. He is speaking of how we receive the Word of God – “My beloved brothers”.
I.  Receive the Word with a Listening Heart – 1:19a
“let every man be swift (Ταχ̀υϛ) to hear” 

A.  Listening Involves Preparation
1. The Importance of Preparation

In Luke 8:11-18 one of the things we learn from the “Parable of the Sower” is that the ground must be prepared to receive the Word.
· The hard heart will not receive it.
· The rocky heart will not nourish it.
· The thorny heart will not keep it.
· The prepared heart will receive it, nourish it, keep it, and above all multiply it.

The result of taking head to how you hear, “For whoever has, to him more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him.” (8:18)

2.  The Method of Preparation
· Physically – get some sleep.

· Emotionally – get your mind off your troubles and listen for ways to relieve them from the Word.

· Spiritually – remind yourself Whose Word it is that is being preached.
B. Listening Involves Concentration
· Listen intently to what is being said.
· Use the outline to follow along.

· Take notes on the outline – helps you to follow.
C.  Listening Involves Application
How does this passage apply to my life?

D.  Listening Involves Regurgitation
Go back over the passage as soon as possible. Share it with others. You won’t be able to give it away. You give it to someone and you still have it. You give it to someone else you still have it; In fact the more you give it away, the better grasp you have of it yourself.

II. Receive the Word with a Lowly Heart – 1:19b
“Be slow [βραδὺϛ] to speak”
Proverbs 17:28

“Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; When he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive.”
A. Historical Background

· The service was more like a Bible study.

· Audience participation [Buzz groups = pooling ignorance].
· People could ask questions and make statements.
· Some would ask questions to show how much they knew.
· Some wanted to embarrass the teacher.
· Others wanted to promote some favorite doctrine.
· Some were just mixed up. Thinking about what they were going to say. Anticipating what the teacher was going to say
· They speak before the teacher had a chance to explain.
B. Local Solution

You don’t learn anything while you are talking. James says be slow to speak. Show some humility – give the teacher a chance to teach.
III. Receive the Word with a Peaceful Heart – 1:19c - 20

“Be slow “βραδὺϛ” to anger.”
A. The Definition of Anger - “wrath” “ὀργήν”
What is anger? Dictionary says, “A strong feeling of displeasure or hostility.” - Jesus said it is the first step toward murder.
Is it always wrong?  NO!

Ephesians 4:26
“Be angry, and do not sin”; do not let the sun go down on your wrath.”

These early (Jewish) believers had a problem in this area:
· Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? (4:1)
· You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. (4:2)
No one can receive the Word under those circumstances.

B. The Elimination of Anger

Interpersonal conflicts must be settled among the members.
There is an order for doing that:

Matthew 18:15-17

“Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.  But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.' And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” 

     1. Go to the brother by yourself 

     2. Take another person with you

     3. Take it before the church
     4. If he won’t hear the church, ask him to leave.
If you harbor anger in your heart, you will not be able to hear the Word and you will not grow in your Christian life. Then you cannot produce the righteousness of God, in your own life, nor in the life of the church.
The Outline to the Epistle of James

Introduction: Respond to Trials Properly – 1:2-18

Theme: Behave Well in Trials – 1:19-20

The Body of the Letter: Cultivate the Necessary Behavior – 1:21 – 5:6

By Being Swift to Hear – 1:21-2:26

By Being Slow to Speak – 3:1-18

By Being Slow to Wrath – 4:1 – 5:6

Conclusion: Persevere in Trials to the End – 5:7-20
